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Dog Registration and Inoculation Tag for 
Rabies
The dog registration system was set up to prevent rabies 

infections or epidemics. According to the Rabies Prevention 
Act, dog owners are legally obliged to perform the following:
(1) When beginning to look after a dog that is 91 days or 

older, owners must register their dog within 30 days and 
receive a registration tag. 

(2) Owners must also have their dog inoculated against 
rabies once every year and receive an inoculation tag. 
(After your dog is inoculated at an animal hospital, 
please complete the necessary procedures, bringing the 
certificate of inoculation issued by the veterinarian.) 

(3) Please ensure that your dog is wearing the registration 
tag and the inoculation tag. 

If your dog has not yet been registered, please complete the 
necessary procedures at the Setagaya Public Health Center, 
Community Branch Offices (excluding Community 
Development Branch Offices) or at the Civic Affairs, Family 
Registration Section (Kumin Koseki-gakari) of the 
Karasuyama District Administration Office. 
There is a fee for these procedures. As of April 2011, the 

registration fee is ¥3,000 and the fee for the certificate of 
inoculation is ¥550. A tag and sticker will be issued 
indicating that both registration and inoculation procedures 
for the dog have been completed. (The registration tag is 
called [kansatsu] and the sticker certifying that the dog has 
been inoculated is called [chushazumi hyou].) The tag and 
sticker must be attached to the dog’s collar. Please affix an 
inoculation sticker to the underside of your dog’s registration 
tag. 
 

Bringing Dogs from Overseas 
You must complete the necessary quarantine procedures. For 

more details, please inquire at the Animal Quarantine Service 
(0476-30-2974). You must also complete the necessary 
registration procedures. Please notify a Public Health Center 
or one of the Community Branch Offices. When carrying out 
the procedures, please bring with you a certificate of 
quarantine issued by the Animal Quarantine Service. 
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Taking Dogs Overseas 
You must complete the necessary quarantine procedures. For 

more details, please inquire at the Animal Quarantine Service. 
You must also complete the necessary procedures for 
unregistering your dog. Please notify a Public Health Center 
or one of the Community Branch Offices. If you intend to 
return to Japan with your dog, please keep hold of its 
registration tag. 
 

Changing Address in Japan 
Please exchange the registration tag issued by Setagaya City 

that you have been using, for a tag issued by your new 
municipality. 
 

Changing Address in Setagaya City 
You may keep using the same tags and need only to notify a 

Public Health Center or one of the Community Branch 
Offices of your change of address. 
 

If Your Dog Dies 
Please submit a death notification to a Public Health Center 

or one of the Community Branch Offices. 
 

Rules for Keeping Pet Dogs 
To ensure that dogs and people live together in harmony, it 

is important for owners to abide by the following rules and 
manners. 
• Not doing anything about your dog’s droppings or urine is 

an inconvenience to others. When going for walks, please 
be sure to bring with you something to clean up your 
dog’s droppings and water in a bottle. Please pick up and 
take home droppings, and wash away your dog’s urine 
with water. You could also make sure your dog has 
excreted and urinated before taking it out on a walk. 

• Sometimes, when owners keep their dogs outside, they 
can fill the surroundings with the smell of urine or 
excrement, or it might shed its hairs everywhere. Please 
make sure that your dog and its kennel are always clean. 
Also, when brushing your dog, please make sure its hairs 
don’t scatter around the surrounding area. 
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• Dogs can be trained not to bark. Out of consideration for 
the other residents in your neighborhood, please train your 
dog not to bark noisily. 

• When taking your dog for a walk, please keep it on a leash 
of appropriate length. Make sure that whoever takes it for 
a walk is able to control it. Under a Tokyo ordinance it is 
illegal to take your dog for a walk without keeping it on a 
leash. 

• In the event that your dog bites someone, you are 
responsible for taking care of the needs of the person 
bitten and respond in a sincere manner. Under a Tokyo 
ordinance, you are required to report the incident to a 
Public Health Center (within 24 hours), and have your 
dog tested by a veterinarian for rabies (within 48 hours). 

• If your dog goes missing, please look carefully for it in 
your neighborhood. You can also contact the Tokyo 
Metropolitan Animal Protection and Pound Office (Tel: 
03-3302-3507), a Public Health Center or the police. Stray 
dogs will be kept at the Tokyo Metropolitan Animal 
Protection and Pound Office. The police or Public Health 
Centers may also be notified. 

• Please take utmost responsibility for your dog. Dogs are 
animals under your care. Abusing animals or throwing 
away (abandoning) pets is illegal. 

Inquiries: Environment and Sanitation Division (Seikatsu
Hoken-ka), Setagaya Public Health Center 
Tel: 03-5432-2908, Fax: 03-5432-3054 
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